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‘NEW’ MK5 COOPER FROM SOUTH AFRICA
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South Africa in summer had been a 
playground for some of the big names of 
motor racing in the 1930s, but the 1950s 
were different. The white population was 
just 2 million and there was growing 
political and social unrest. There were 
tight controls and massive duties on the 
import of racing cars which made new cars 
almost impossible to obtain. 

Nonetheless there was plenty of 
motorsport activity with many locally 
built specials, a full calendar of street 
races in or around the major towns and 
cities and a few hillclimbs. There was 
close contact with Europe naturally–it was 
just two weeks away by Union Castle liner. 

Arthur Mackenzie was a Durban garage 
owner  with a mixture of 2 and 4 wheeled 

prewar racing experience and a reputation 
for excellent preparation. His first post-war 
success was in his Austin Seven special, 
winning the 1949 junior handicap on the 
Durban Snell Parade beach-front meeting 
which was held each year in honour of 
local hero Pat Fairfield who had been 

Ladysmith, 1st October 1951, and Arthur 
Mackenzie’s first Cooper appearance. Here he 
is passing the Ford special of C A Els which 
is being restarted or pushed to safety. Photo 
from Robert Young.  

killed at Le Mans in 1937. He did well too 
with the Austin in 1950 and for 1951 he 
was one of the first two drivers to have a 
Cooper lined up. 

Mackenzie entered a 500 Cooper for 
races at East London (16.6.51) and Snell 
Parade (6.8.51) and recorded “dns” at both. 
Maybe his car hadn’t turned up or it just 
took that long to obtain an import permit 
as it can even today in Australia? 

Be that as it may, in the races around the 
streets of Ladysmith on 1st October 1951 
Arthur was winner on scratch and 5th in 
the handicap in the Cooper JAP 500. Next, 
he racn second at Durban’s Burman Drive 
hillclimb (17.12.51),

Iota magazine (February 1952) then  
reported: “Mackenzie (Cooper MkV) 

Maybe a dozen or more Coopers went to South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia during the 1950s 
and a few have followed émigrés to Australia. 
One of the finest of the few that remained in 
Africa—a 1951 Mk5—has now come to  
Australia courtesy of Derry Greeneklee who has 
bought it from Richard Baker of Johannesburg. 
Terry Wright has a look at the car’s history 
with thanks to Robert Young and Frank Maritz 
for information and photographs.



won the 100 mile Fairfield Handicap at 
Snell Parade, Durban 20 January 1952’ 
and that, ‘Mackenzie only recently took 
delivery of the Cooper”. Mackenzie 
competed regularly with a 350 and/or 
500 JAP through 1952-4 appearing first 
with an 1100 at the Roy Hesketh circuit 
(Pietermaritzburg, Natal) on 31.5.54 
winning the Union Day Handicap. The 
programme for the Grand Central circuit 
near Johannesburg for 21.8.54 states: 

‘Arthur Mackenzie specializes in swopping 
engines in his Cooper and may be using a 
500cc JAP or an 1100cc of the same make. 
Mackenzie is a Natal man who turns in some 
wonderful performances when things go 
right, and Transvaal enthusiasts will expect 
much of him today, especially if he races the 
bigger motor’.

However, Mackenzie did not start at that 
meeting, nor did he race in 1955 and only 
ran the 500 once in 1956. At Roy Hesketh 
20.1.57 he is listed as 1st with the 1100 
in the Fairfield Trophy. He then appeared 
with the 1100 at Roy Hesketh with dnf’s 
on 22.4.57 and 7.4.58. He crashed with 
serious injuries there on 18.1.59 and did 
not race again. 

The car was next run by Frank Maritz 
with the programme for the 1/3.4.61 Roy 
Hesketh meeting stating: 

‘Although we haven’t seen Frank for some 
time now he is an old hand at the game and 
becomes even more formidable driving the 
ex-Mackenzie 1097 Cooper JAP which at 
one stage held the lap record at the Hesketh 
circuit. Here is a real dark horse and will 
prove particularly worrying to those 4th to 
6th places’. 

Maritz is recorded as entered at Grand 
Central in March 1960, Grand Central 
18.3.61 and Zwartkop (Pretoria) 12.5.62. 
He died in 1973. Frank’s son Frank 
jnr, who now lives near Auckland, has 
provided the following information about 
his father’s ownership of the car:

‘The family lived in Krugersdorp near 
J’burg; my father had a garage business and 
he had been racing since about 1953/4 when 
he started with an MG Special. In the early 
‘sixties, probably April/May 1963 when I 
was at teacher training college my father and 
two others made the trek across the Kalihari 
Desert to a race meeting in South West 
Africa at Windhoek. A spectator from Port 
Walvis on the west coast of SWA, either at 
the meeting or later, arranged to buy the car 
from father, and subsequently came down to 
Krugersdorp to collect it.’ 

The car is believed to have been used 
for sand or beach racing on the Atlantic 

coast where, in 1977, the Mk5, a Mk7 and 
a number of twin engines were sold at an 
auction of collectable cars. After passing 
through several hands Richard Baker 
restored both cars and the Mk5 ran again 
in February 2006.

The possible origins of this car are 
of considerable interest. The wheelbase 
is 88”, three inches longer than the 
advertised 85” for the standard Mk5 
chassis although this may actually have 
been 86” in production. It has a factory 
-type optional ZF differential which is 
rare. All this suggests the car was one of 
the ‘L’—so called ‘long chassis’—models 
of which we know definitely of L1 to L9 
with all but L1, 2 and 3 accounted for. 

Robin Montgomery-Charrington’s car, 
Mk5-L1-51, was advertised for sale by 
him in The Autocar on 5 October 1951 so 
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Frank Maritz snr and the Cooper at Krugersdorp 
hillclimb in the early ‘sixties. Photos from Frank 
Maritz jnr.

Mackenzie probably couldn’t have had 
that one as he raced at Ladysmith on 1 
October that year. L2 was supplied (also 
according to Doug Nye) to a Mr Norton 
but no Mr Norton raced a Cooper single 
or twin before the late ‘fifties, and nothing 
more is known of this car. It could be that 
Mr Norton was an agent for Mckenzie 
but this car was black according to Nye 
and Mckenzie’s clearly wasn’t (see photo 
previous page).

Amongst several more likely candidate 
is Harry Schell’s L3; it probably last raced 
in Europe in June 1951 but nothing more 
is known of it. Also unaccounted for, 
and therefore a possibility, is the twin-
engined car that John Cooper raced at 
Goodwood Easter 1951—his last race in a 
twin. Cooper could have continued to race 
that car as a 500 until it was too late for 
Mackenzie or it could have been sold to 
Mackenzie without a serial number when 
Cooper no longer had a need for it.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For sale: 1958 Scarab/Triumph 650, 
extensive NSW history. Triumph pre-unit 650 
twin engine/gearbox. Total restoration 2008-9. 
Asking $19,500. Terry Perkins, 0265 835765 or 
trp62129@hotmail.com
For sale: Waye 500, built in 1953, CAMS log 
book, JAP 500 dry-sump engine, roll bar fitted, 
new upholstery, eligible to run overhead cam 
Norton, ready to run, $15,000 ono, Andrew 
Halliday 02 9888 6175
For sale: Sidney Rudge, built mid-‘50s by 
Len Sidney, 1938 4v Rudge 500, later JAP and 
Vincent. Ready to roll $25,000, John Hazelden, 
03 5968 4025
For sale: Walkem Vincent, converted mid-
‘50s from the original 1952 Walkem Manx. 
No engine but comes with CoD and log book. 
$20,000, Paul Zahra, 0418 362 369 or z.oz@
rocketmail.com

KIEFTS IN NZ
I am writing about the sidenote in David 
McKinney’s very interesting and well 
researched article ‘Kieft Mysteries in New 
Zealand’, Loose Fillings 40, concerning 
the late Max Fisher’s belief that a Mk2 
Kieft came to New Zealand from Ireland.

 I have recently had a long conversation 
with Michael Draper.  Michael was a 
life-long friend of Jim Miekle as well as 
his business partner in the Irish Tapestry 
Company, Newtownards (Belfast) and 
Pukekohe (Auckland).  He was a sometime 
driver of the Miekle Jet Car creation.  
Together they drove overland to New 
Zealand from Northern Ireland in a Ford 
100E Esquire.

 Michael is adament that Jim Miekle 
didn’t have a brother and he knows nothing 
of an Irish Kieft coming to New Zealand.

 Part of the Miekle myth maintained “the 
brother” - whose christian name no-one 
seemed to know - was the headmaster at 
Papakura High School in South Auckland.  
Inquiries at the school drew another blank, 
there is no record of a Miekle on the past 
teachers’ register.

 I hope none of this denegrates the late 
Max’s tremendous efforts to research and 
record much of New Zealand’s 500 history.

 Michael Draper is writing a book 
detailing his life around cars and the 
Irish linen trade and borrowed the Jet 
Car’s scrapbook for reference.  He was 
a regular competitor in the Wills Six-
Hour and Benson and Hedges saloon car 
endurance races at Pukekohe in the 1960-
70s, usually partnering Roger Hood, a 
local tractor dealer.  There is no record of 
Jim Miekle ever racing in New Zealand 
though previously he competed regularly 
at Kirkistown in Northern Ireland.

 Ian Garmey

I think you’ve nailed it, Ian. If Michael 
Draper says it didn’t happen, it didn’t 
happen. There remains the possibility, I 
suppose, than Max’s story is right, but 
he got the wrong name. Perhaps the car 
will turn up one day and surprise us all 
I think Jim Meikle did race in NZ, by the 
way. He entered a 3.4-litre Armstrong-
Siddeley in the saloon race at the 1959 GP 
meeting. He may have been a non-starter, 
but I’ve got the official results somewhere, 
and am fairly sure his name’s listed. He 
also entered a Triumph Herald at Mount 
Maunganui in December 1962 but that 
time was definitely a nonstarter.

David McKinney

BILL STONE
Arthur George (Bill) Stone, who died in 
April at the age of 72, made his name as a 
driver in the NZ National Formula (1500) in 
the mid ’60s, first with a pushrod-engined 
Cooper-Ford then a twincam Brabham 
BT6. He went on to race, mainly in F3, in 
Europe.   Bill Stone was famously the first 
employee of the March company in 1969. 
He left in 1971 to found Sabre Automotive, 
doing contract work for Chevron and 
Mallock as well as March. His partner in 
the enterprise was a young Adrian Reynard, 
to whom he sold out his shares in 1976. 
Sabre became Reynard while Bill returned 
to NZ and a life of farming.

  Before long however he was back in 
England, first running another fabrication 
business and then getting involved in 
touring-car management. The following 
year Reynard hired him as the first 
employee of the BAR Formula 1 team, 
and he then joined Minardi before 
returning to NZ for good with his second 
wife, the former Susanne Mallock.

  What is not so well-known about Bill 
Stone’s racing career is that it started in 
air-cooled machinery. He won the NZ 
250 airfield championship on a Jawa CZ 
in 1960 and 1961, before switching to 
four wheels with a 650 Triumph-powered 
hillclimb special built by former JBS 
driver John Scurrah.  He then moved on 
to the little-raced ex-Frost Mk9 Cooper-
Norton 500, which he used in Auckland 
area hillclimbs in the 1964 season, and the 
start of the following season. He also raced 
it in minor events at Pukekohe, Ardmore 
and Matamata – and bigger events as well. 
He was a competitor in the Gold Star race 
at Pukekohe in November 1964, possibly 
the last time an air-cooled car raced at this 

level in New Zealand.   Although listed in 
the programme for this race at 499cc, it is 
believed he had now fitted an 1100 JAP 
twin. He then moved up to the National 
Formula class.  DM

 
LES LESTON

 Les Leston died in May at the age of 91 
after being ill for many years. He was 
famous world-wide for his equipment and 
accessories business in High Holborn, 
London. Les first raced a Jaguar and then 
a modified Kieft 500 as the Leston Special 
and was a works driver for Cooper in 1954. 
winning the British F3 championship. 
The same year and into 1955 he raced an 
1100 JAP engined Cooper, perhaps the last 
driver to do so seriously.  

Bill Stone at Pukekohe with the big-twin JAP in 
the ex Ron Frost Cooper Mk9-26-55. Photo from 
David McKinney.


